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Newport City Council Meeting
Regular Meeting Agenda
Monday, June 26, 2023 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Gateway Center

Google Meet jommg |nfo

Video call link:
Or dial: (US) +1 650 966 6635 PIN 663 736 702#

City Council: Vacant, Mayor
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11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

John Wilson, Council President
Kevin Charboneau

Chris Vachon

Clark Curtis

Rebecca Therrien, Programs Director
James D. Johnson, City Clerk/Treasurer

Call the Regular Council Meeting to Order

Additions, Deletions, or Changes to the Agenda

Approve Minutes of June 5, 2023

Consider interim City Manager Letter of Intent offering employment—Executive Session Anticipated (1
VSA 313(a)(1)(A).

Consider appointment of Interim City Manager—Executive Session Anticipated (1 VSA 313(a)(3)) -
Anticipated Vote

Introduction of Interim City Manager

Comments by Members of the Public

Special Meetings Concerns - Jay Walsh

2023-2024 Line of Credit - Anticipated Vote

Legal Services Agreement for Causeway/Gardner Park Streetscape Project and USDA Grant -
Anticipated Vote

Consider ratifying NEPBA contract—Executive Session Anticipated (1 VSA 313(a)(1)(B)) - Anticipated
Vote

New Business

Oid Business

Set next meeting: Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting: July 10, 2023 @ 6:30pm

Adjourn



Newport City Council Meeting Participation Guidelines

Newport City Council meetings are for the purpose of allowing Council members to conduct City business.
Distinct from public hearings or town meetings, City Council meetings are held in public, but are not meetings of
the public. City Council meetings are the only time the City Council members have to discuss, deliberate and
decide upon City matters. In an effort to conduct orderly and efficient meetings, the Mayor kindly requests your
cooperation and compliance with the following guidelines:

10.

11.

Please be respectful of each other, Council members, city staff, and the public.

Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Mayor. Once recognized, please state your name and
address or affiliation.

Please address only the Mayor and not members of the public, staff, or presenters.

Please abide by any time limits. Time limits will be used to ensure everyone is heard and that there is
sufficient time for the Council to complete their agenda within a reasonable timeframe.

The Mayor will make a reasonable effort to allow everyone to speak once before speakers address the
Council a second time per the limited 2 minute timeline adopted on January 23, 2017.

Once public comment has been heard, discussion will be limited to the City Council members.

Please do not interrupt or mock other speakers or otherwise exhibit disruptive behavior during the City
Council meeting.

Please do not repeat the points made by others, except to indicate agreement or disagreement with
other views.

Please use the hallway for side conversations. It is difficult to hear speaker remarks when side
conversations are occurring in the Council Chamber.

Presentations to the Council are not open to public comment. However, per the policy adopted on
December 21, 2015, matters on the agenda requiring a vote are open to public comment immediately
prior to the Council vote.

Individuals who do not abide by these procedures will be asked to leave the Council Chamber.



Council Minutes

June 5, 2023

A duly warned meeting of the Newport City Council was held on Monday, June 5, 2023, in the council
room in the Newport Municipal Building. Present were Council President John Wilson, Council members
Kevin Charboneau, Clark Curtis, Chris Vachon, City Clerk/Treasurer James Johnson, Programs Director
Becky Therrien, City Attorneys David Rugh and Marilyn Mahusky, Public Works Director Tom Bernier, Fire
Chief john Harlamert, Police Chief Travis Bingham, Recreation Director Mike Brown, Zoning Administrator
Francis Cheney, members of the Press and Public.

Council President John Wilson called the meeting to order at 6:12 PM immediately following a public
hearing on the Capital Improvement Plan.

Additions, Deletions, or Changes to the Agenda

Mr. Wilson noted that numbers 6 & 11 will be tabled until the next meeting on June 26, 2023.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Vachon moved to approve the minutes of May 15, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Charboneau. During
discussion Ms. Chiarello suggested that the words verbally assaulted be removed from the minutes
under public comment. Mr. Charboneau withdrew the second and Mr. Vachon withdrew the motion. Mr.
Vachon suggested the direct quote from the minutes be included.

Mr. Vachon moved to approve the minutes of May 18, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Curtis, motion carried.

Mr. Charboneau moved to approve the minutes of May 20, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Vachon, motion
carried.

Mr. Vachon moved to approve the minutes of May 22, 2023, with corrections. Seconded by Mr. Curtis,
motion carried.

Mr. Charboneau moved to approve the minutes of May 24, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Vachon, motion
carried.

Mr. Vachon moved to approve the minutes of May 31, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Curtis, motion carried.

Comments by the Public
Anne Chiarello commented on voting for the mayor and offered to pay for the election.

Teresa Gerade commented on the mayor’s resignation.



Heidi Eichenberger commented on emails she has sent to the city council.

Susan Watson commented on the general ledger.

Laurie Grimm commented on the city council.

Donna Marie Constantineau commented that the city needs to spend the $1,000 for an election.
Susan Mund commented on the vote for mayor.

Jennifer Bjurling commented on 1 VSA, 313. Specifically, what she believes was an Open Meeting law
violation at the May 15" meeting. Ms. Bjurling stated that the council refuses to disclose what was said
in the executive session on May 15™that caused the mayor to walk out of the meeting.

Jay Walsh commented on a public apology to the former mayor.

Mr. Wilson noted that there would be an election for mayor on August 1, 2023. Mr. Johnson explained
the details of the election. (attached)

Review Proposed Contract for Professional City Administrative Services. Anticipated Executive Session
Pursuant to 1 VSA 313(a)(1)(A).

Mr. Charboneau moved to find that premature general public knowledge of the City’s draft contract for
Professional City Administrative Services would place the City at a substantial disadvantage because it
would likely lead to the disclosure of attorney-client privileged and confidential communications.
Seconded by Mr. Vachon, motion carried.

Mr. Vachon moved to enter executive session under 1 VSA 313(a)(1)(A) to discuss the draft Contract for
Professional Administrative Services and ask that the City Clerk, City Attorneys, David Rugh, Marilyn
Mahusky, Becky Therrien, and Karen Geraghty join the executive session. Seconded by Mr. Curtis, motion
carried.

No action in open session.

Recreation Committee Appointments

Mr. Charboneau moved to appoint Susan Kylie and Carter Finegan to the Recreation Committee.
Seconded by Mr. Vachon, motion carried.

MCM Second Floor Lease Ratification

Mr. Charboneau moved to ratify the lease agreement with MCM for two years. Seconded by Mr. Curtis.
Discussion on the terms of the agreement and a security deposit. Motion carried.



Fuel and Propane Pre-Buy Authorization

Mr. Vachon moved to accept the fuel and propane pre-buy from Fred’s Energy and authorize the
Programs Director to sign the agreement. Seconded by Mr. Curtis, motion carried.

Vicious Dog Appeal

Complaint by Ms. Brynn against the dog owned by Ms. Veilleux. Ms. Veilleux replied to the complaint.
Ms. Brynn felt things have gotten better. Mr. Wilson stated that Ms. Veilleux has done a lot to correct the
situation. If it happens again there will be other consequences.

New Business

None

Old Business

None

Next Meeting Date

June 26, 2023, at 6:30 PM.

Adjournment

Mr. Charboneau moved to adjourn at 8:02 PM. Seconded by Mr. Curtis, motion carried.

Attested this day of , 2023.

Council President
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

David W. Rugh - drugh@firmspf.com - (802)660-2555

June 8, 2023

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL — john.wilson@newportvermont.org

Mr. John Wilson, President
City Council

City of Newport

222 Main Street

Newport, VT 05855

Re:  City of Newport Legal Services Agreement
Dear John:

Thank you for working Stitzel, Page & Fletcher to discuss our assistance to the City
of Newport (“City”) with its legal needs. As you're aware, we have worked with the City
for roughly the past eight years and provided general municipal legal services, including
but not limited to matters involving municipal governance, personnel, labor negotiations,
litigation, real estate, zoning and land use permitting. We look forward to continuing to
provide the City with these legal services.

In connection with its work for the City, the Firm will be an independent
contractor; it does not have an employment relationship with the City. The Firm has and
will maintain in effect all insurance coverages required of an employer under applicable
laws and will pay all required withholdings as they come due. In addition, the Firm will
maintain professional liability insurance.

During our engagement for the City, we will establish and maintain files
concerning this matter. These files may contain both physical documents and electronic
materials that come into our possession. We may also place in such files our own work
product, including the mental impressions, opinions, and notes of the attorney(s) assigned
to work on the matters (our Work Product). The files other than our Work Product are
and will remain City property. At the conclusion of our engagement by the City, or upon
issuance of our final invoice for services, if requested, we will return all original
documents provided to us by the City. We will retain the remainder of the files for six (6)
years after the conclusion of our engagement, at which time the City may request that the
Firm provide it with all of the files, exclusive of Work Product. If so requested, we will do
so. The Firm may, at its own expense, make copies of the files (or portions thereof) and
retain them for its own records. If the City does not request the return of its files, the
Firm will have no further obligation to retain them and may securely dispose of them
without further notice to the City.

The City agrees that it will be responsible to pay for legal services provided by the
Firm to the City. I will be your primary contact, although other Firm lawyers may be

171 Battery Street, P.O. Box 1507, Burlington, Vermont 05402 | www firmspf.com | Fax (802)660-2552
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW
HOURLY RATES
& REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES
Principals:
Robert E. Fletcher $200.00
Joseph S. McLean
John H. Klesch
Dina L. Atwood
David W. Rugh
Of Counsel:
Marilyn A. Mahusky $200.00
Matthew A. Bloomer $200.00
Associates: $175.00
Paralegal Services: $ 90.00
Reimbursable Expenses:
Photocopies 0.15/page
Mileage 0.655/mile*
Misc. Expenses Cost
e Postage
e Court Filing Fees
e Consultants
e Other

Travel time on behalf of Client will be billed at half rate.

*Subject to adjustment consistent with adjustments to the Internal Revenue Service approved
mileage reimbursement rate.

171 Battery Street, P.O. Box 1507, Burlington, Vermont 05402 | www.firmspf.com | Fax {802)660-2552



