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Newport City Council Meeting
Regular Meeting Agenda
Monday, February 27, 2023 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Newport City Council Room

Google Meet joining info
Video call link: htips://meet.gocgle com/orz-nhzy-z2ow

City of Newport

222 Main Street
Newport, Vermont 05855
www.newportvermont.org

Or dial: (US) +1 361-245-0097 PIN: 560 742 173#

City Council:  Paul Monette, Mayor
John Wilson, Council President
Melissa Pettersson
Kevin Charboneau
Chris Vachon

Laura Dolgin, City Manager
James D. Johnson, City Clerk/Treasurer

Call the Regular Council Meeting to Order
Approve Minutes of February 6, 2023
Comments by Members of the Public
Grandstand Association Update; Possible Vote

Set next meeting: Regularly Scheduled Council Meeting & Public Informational Hearing March 6, 2023
@ 6:30pm; and the Annual Meeting March 7, 2023, @ 8:00 am - 7:00 p.m., with any other business

taking place at 8:00 p.m.

1.

2.

3.

4,

5. New Business
6. Old Business
7.

8.

9. Adjourn

Non-confidential materials pertaining to this agenda are available for inspection at the City Clerk’s
office commencing at 9:00 a.m., the morning of the meeting.

Executive Session to Discuss the Evaluation of a Public Officer or Employee, 1 VSA 313(3)(a)(3)



Newport City Council Meeting Participation Guidelines

Newport City Council meetings are for the purpose of allowing Council members to conduct City business.
Distinct from public hearings or town meetings, City Council meetings are held in public, but are not meetings of
the public. City Council meetings are the only time the City Council members have to discuss, deliberate and
decide upon City matters. In an effort to conduct orderly and efficient meetings, the Mayor kindly requests your
cooperation and compliance with the following guidelines:

1.
2.

&

10.

1.

Please be respectful of each other, Council members, city staff, and the public.

Please raise your hand to be recognized by the Mayor. Once recognized, please state your name and
address or affiliation.

Please address only the Mayor and not members of the public, staff, or presenters.

Please abide by any time limits. Time limits will be used to ensure everyone is heard and that there is
sufficient time for the Council to complete their agenda within a reasonable timeframe.

The Mayor will make a reasonable effort to allow everyone to speak once before speakers address the
Council a second time per the limited 2 minute timeline adopted on January 23, 2017.

Once public comment has been heard, discussion will be limited to the City Council members.

Please do not interrupt or mock other speakers or otherwise exhibit disruptive behavior during the City
Council meeting.

Please do not repeat the points made by others, except to indicate agreement or disagreement with
other views.

Please use the hallway for side conversations. It is difficult to hear speaker remarks when side
conversations are occurring in the Council Chamber.

Presentations to the Council are not open to public comment. However, per the policy adopted on
December 21, 2015, matters on the agenda requiring a vote are open to public comment immediately
prior to the Council vote.

Individuals who do not abide by these procedures will be asked to leave the Council Chamber.



" Council Minutes

February 6, 2023

A duly warned meeting of the Newport City Council was held on Monday, February 6, 2023 in the
council room in the Newport Municipal Building. Present were Mayor Paul Monette, Council President
John Wilson, Council Members Melissa Pettersson, Kevin Charboneau, and Chris Vachon, City Manager
Laura Dolgin, City Clerk/Treasurer James D. Johnson, Public Works Director Tom Bernier, Zoning
Administrator Frank Cheney lll, Police Chief Travis Bingham, Recreation Director Michael Brown, Fire
Chief John Harlamert, Program Administrator Rebecca Therrien, Newport Elementary School Principal
Aaron Larsen, and members of the Press and Public.

Mayor Monette called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Wilson moved to approve the minutes of January 23, 2023. Seconded by Ms. Pettersson, motion
carried unanimously.

Mr. Vachon moved to approve the minutes of January 30, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, motion
carried unanimously.

Ms. Pettersson moved to approve the minutes of January 31, 2023. Seconded by Mr. Vachon, motion
carried unanimously.

Comments by the Public
Sue Watson commented on the Rules of Procedure.
Pam Ladds commented on the Sewer/Water Budget.

Anne Chiarello commented on the proposed 2023-24 budget.

Newport Elementary School Presentation

Principal Aaron Larsen gave an update on the proposed elementary school budget and described past
and present school activities. Mr. Larsen noted that the public is welcome to attend the school’s
informational hearing on March 1, 2023.



Conversion of 95 Main St.

Frank Ricardi owner of LAGO’s gave an update on the proposed conversion of the second floor of 95
Main St. into housing.

2023 Coin Drops

Mr. Wilson moved to approve the 2023 Coin Drops. Seconded by Ms. Pettersson, motion carried
unanimously. '

2023 Parade Requests

The city received five parade requests. The City only funds four requests per year. Mr. White withdrew
his request for funding but would still hold a parade. Mr. Vachon moved to approve 2023 parade
requests. Seconded by Mr. Charboneau, motion carried unanimously.

Certificate of Highway Mileage

Mr. Charboneau moved to approve the Certificate of Highway Mileage. Seconded by Mr. Wilson, motion
caried unanimously.

New Business

Mr. Johnson presented liquor and tobacco licenses for approval. Mr. Charboneau moved to approve
liquor and tobacco licenses for Caledonia Spirits, Cumberland farms, and NEK Vapor. Seconded by Ms.
Pettersson, motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Wilson noted the Vietnam Veterans Day, March 29, 2023. A pinning ceremony will be held in
Newport this year.

Old Business

Mayor mentioned the Purple Heart signs.

Next Meeting Date

February 27, 2023, at 6:30 PM.



Executive Session to Discuss Labor Relations 1 VSA 313(a)(1)

Mr. Vachon moved that making a specific finding that premature general public knowledge would
clearly place the public body or a person(s) involved at a substantial disadvantage. Seconded by Mr.
Wilson, motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Vachon moved to enter executive session to discuss labor relations 1 VSA 313(a)(1). Seconded by
Ms. Pettersson, motion carried unanimously.

No action.

Adjournment

Mr. Charboneau moved to adjourn at 7:52 PM. Seconded by Mr. Vachon, motion carried unanimously.

Attested This Day of February 2023

Mayor




Gardner Park Grandstand Preservation Association, Inc.
398 Sias Avenue
Newport, Vermont 05855 GR

NDSTAND

A

£

Pork Historicol Complex »

February 23, 2023

Memo to Newport City Council:

I wanted to let you know where the Gardner Park Grandstand Preservation Association
Committee is concerning our commitment to working with the City of Newport to renovate the
Grandstand at Gardner Park while also asking for your vote of support to continue this project.

As you well know the Earmark funding has been approved and the paperwork is pending. Our
thanks go out to Senator Peter Welch for selecting the City’s application, and as before, we are
presently ready and willing to work with the Council and city administration to finish the job.

Our commitment to working with the City to renovate the Historic Grandstand remains as strong
today as it was when we started this project over a year ago, and as we did then, we will continue
to do everything we can to finish what we started without any financial burden to the people of
the City of Newport.

As in the previous year plus, we have done the leg work in filling out the necessary paperwork
that got us where we are today. With the City’s permission we will continue to do whatever is
necessary to reach our final goal, renovation of the grandstand.

Now that the city has been approved for the funding, our committee has met to plan the next
steps in financing the renovation that would include unexpected expenses along with money to
help cover the cost for maintenance.

We are ready to move ahead but need your continued support. We are asking for a vote of the
council allowing us to officially proceed with the Earmark paperwork on behalf of the City of
Newport.

We are also asking that the council vote to give us permission to submit a request on behalf of
the city to the State of Vermont designating the Grandstand as an historic site. That paperwork
has been completed and is presently waiting for a vote of support from the council.

I would like to thank the council again for their support and our committee looks forward to once
again working with the city to revitalize economic recreational activities at Gardner Park.

Sincerely,

Rager Cantee, committee President.



STATE OF VERMONT SURVEY NUMBER:

Division for Historic Preservation {Assigned by VOHP)
Listed in State Register U

Date:

VERMONT ARCHITECTURAL - — =
RESOURCE INVENTORY* g:tz:rmmed Eligible for State Register (1

. PRESENT FORMAL NAME: Gardner Park Grandstand
Individual Property Survey Form

ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: Gardner Park Grandstand

COUNTY: Orleans PRESENT USE: Baseball Grandstand
TOWN: City of Newport ORIGINAL USE: Baseball Grandstand
ADDRESS: Gardner Park Road ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: Frank Sabourin
COMMON NAME: Gardner Park Grandstand BUILDER/CONTRACTOR; Frank Sabourin
PROPERTY TYPE: Municipal Grandstand DATE BUILT: 1939

OWNER:

ADDRESS: City of Newport 222 Main Street Newport, VT 05855

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:
Yes [ No [ Restricted X Good [] Fair X Poor [
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: STYLE: Wooden Grandstand

Local State National [

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System:
1. Foundation: Stone[d Brick[J ConcreteXI Concrete BlockX
2. Wall Structure
a. Wood Frame: Post & BeamX Plank[d Balloond Platforml]
b. Load Bearing Masonry: Brick[J Stone[d Concrete[] Concrete Block[]
c. Metal: lIron(d Steell]l d. Other:
3. Wall Cladding: Clapboard] Board & Batten[] Wood ShingleX Shiplap[]
Noveltyd Asbestos Shingle(] Aluminum SidingC] Asphalt Shingle(] Vinyl Siding[]
Brick Veneer(] Stone Veneer[] Other:
4. Roof Structure
Truss: WoodX Iron{] Steell] Concretel] Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate[] Wood Shingle[] Asphalt Shingled Sheet MetallX
Built Up(d Rolled] Tileld Standing Seam[J Other: Drain Type Steel

6. Engineering Structure:

7. Other:

Appendages: Porches(] Towers[] Cupolas(] Dormers] Chimneys[] Sheds[]
EllsC0 Wings[d Bay Window[] Other:

Roof Styles: GableX Hip(] Shed[d Flatt] Mansard[d Gambrel(] Jerkinheadl]
Saw Tooth[J With MonitorCd With Bellcast(] With Parapet] With False Front[]
Other:

Number of Stories: N/A

Entrance Location: N/A

Number of Bays: 9 rows with seating for approximately 700 when constructed.

Approximate Dimensions: 96’ x 25’

Criteria for Eligibility: A: HistoricXl B: Person] C: ArchitecturalX D: Archeologicall]

Integrity: LocationXI DesignX SettingX MaterialsX WorkmanshipX Feeling[] Assoc.X

Areas of Significance: Original Wooden Structure, Engineering, Architecture and Recreation

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The grandstand, located in the northwestern portion of Gardner Memorial Park, is a 96’ x
25’ single story wood frame structure resting on cement piers. The primary portion of the
structure is an open grandstand with 9 rows of wooden benches which could seat
approximately 700 people. The area beneath the grandstand is enclosed and originally
contained locker rooms, bathrooms, water fountain, storage and a concession stand. This
part of the building is no longer used.

The metal roof supported by five posts along the open front elevation and has exposed
rafter tails. The roof of the grandstand is framed with an alternating pattern of rafters and
site built trusses. There is wood shingle siding on the rear elevation and in the gable ends
above the seating. On the rear elevation, eight rectangular openings, covered with heavy
gauge wire fencing, are set just below the eaves, and provide natural light and air to the
stands.

The press box was not part of the original structure as part of the restoration will be
removed due to current accessibility standards.

RELATED RESOURCES: (Describe)

Gardner Memorial Park, Baseball Fields, Playground, Skate Park and proposed Splash
Pad.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Gardner Park and the Gardner Park Grandstand both have a long history from the initial
concept of the park in 1929 to its initial construction through the VERA program in 1934.
Forty of the city’s unemployed men were able to be put back to work during the great
depression. Construction of the historical Gardner Park Grandstand was announced by
Mayor Winston Prouty in May of 1939. The labor and materials were to be funded by the
WPA program and the structure would be 96 feet by 25 feet and seat 700.

The grandstand was a great addition to the Gardner Park

complex and over the years the field has been used by the

Newport Frontiers semi-pro baseball team, Newport High and

i Sacred Heart High Schools for both football and baseball until
Al the union high school was built in 1967.

The Northern Vermont Semi-Pro Baseball League also played
at Gardner Park through the 50’s into the 70’s. A number of
the players from that league were children of or related to
Newport and area athletes who played for the original Newport Frontiers, the first team to
play at Gardner Park when it opened in the early 40’s.

Newport High School F a;)tbail




In the early 2000s the city hosted New England Babe Ruth tournament where hundreds
came to Newport to watch and enjoy the area thus providing an economic boost at that
time.

2004 New England Regional Babe Ruth Tournament

The grandstand has been a fixture in Gardner Park for over 80 years and is one of only a
few original wooden structures left in the State of Vermont and is significant under
Criterion A for its role in the recreational history of Newport and Criterion C for its
architectural and engineering significance.

(See attached newspaper clippings and photos)

REFERENCE CITATIONS:

Express and Standard, Newport Daily Express

MAP: (Indicate North in Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
See attachedX Open X Woodland [

Scattered Buildings X

Moderately Built Up [

Densely Built Up [

Residential 1 Commercial
Agricultural (0  Industrial [J
Roadside Strip Development X
Other: Located in open park along Clyde
River. Across the river/street is a strip
development.

RECORDED BY: Roger Cartee, President

ORGANIZATION: Gardner Park Grandstand Preservation Association, Inc.

DATE RECORDED: March 2023

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey



Gardner Park Grandstand Map




Gardner Park Grandstand Newspaper Articles and Photos

SINGLE COPIES 5 CENTS

$12,892.80 VERA
Project_l@lewport

About 40 Men Getting Part
Time Work On Gardner
1_ Park Project

|
1
\

. Newport City will benefit by more
‘than $9,000.00 under the VERA and
since August 23 forty of the city’s
unemployed have been engaged on
‘the new project of filling Gardner
'Park. The actual amount appropria-
ted under the VERA is $9456.00, to
. which the city adds $3,436.80, mak-
.ing a grand total for the project of
$12,892 80,

The city proposes to henefit in two
ways, making more gravel available
from the city pit by uncovering a
new area, and using the soil for
filling on the park.

| Two forces of 20 men each work
in shifts of three eight-hour days
‘a week, and draw $9.60 weekly for
i the support of their families. Under
,this plan with a weekly payroll of
-approximately $40060. a force of
{40 men will be provided work ex-
 tending through the winter into
March.

Express and Standard {Newport, Vermont) - 14 Sep 1934

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey
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Grandstand and Field
House at Gardner Park
To Be Built Immediately

Building At Municipal Park Will Accommo-
date 700 and Provide Space For Shower
Rooms and Dressing Rooms Under
the Seats

With Short Concert

_ By Miss Burroughs

Third Appearance of the Tal-
ented Young Lady At
Burns Theatre
By Nerma B Carder
It was~ ke welcoming one of {1s
pwit tack home last evening wben
Burns Theatre presented tn o haif-
hour concert [ron 1« stags, Miss
Mariam Burroughs ol St Johnsoury
and Bosion, daughter of Mr and
Mrs Tom Burroughs, and one of
Vermoni's oulstanting ¥oung neing
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third time
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Conservation Board
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The Newpart Daily Express (Newport, Vermont) - 3 Feb 1939
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Newport's Gardner Park
tNewport Express;

Newport's Gardner Park takes
on a new phase of usefulness to
the city In the announcement
that there 1s to be constructed at
once a grandstand and field
house thereon. Thus graduallv is
the park becoming a play and
sports  center and when the
shrubbery leaves and blooms thi.
spring and grass areas become
green there will come a new beau-
tv to the park. once a bhreede.
of mosqultoes and an evesore 10
the thousands of car occupants,
many of them strangers, who pass
the spot dailly. This pairk 1s des-
tined to become one of Newport
City's greatest assels,

The Burlington Free Press (Burlington, Vermont) - 11 Feb 1939, Sat - Page 6

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey



Early Gardner Park with new Grandstand



'Fl"OﬂtlEl‘S Take Berlln Red Sox Into Camp '4-2

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 1343

_orl:s---News And Com

Newport Sunset League
* Bchedule
Gates At Gardner Park

SENIOR DIVISION

Suniday, Jwwe 13

Business Men vs Plywood
Wednesday, June 16

CPR vy French Villuge
W.-r!nrwby. June 23

Plywod vy, French Village
Wednesdav, June 30

Business Men vs. CPR
Wednesday, July 7

Piywood vs. CPR
Wednestiny., July 14

Business Men vs. Prench Vitage
Wednodday, July 28

Plywood vs Business Men
Wedmwdnv &u..usl 1
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Sunset League
Opens Tomorrow
At Gardner Park
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NEWPORT D/

lKKokemo Clowns To Play Here

TR »

nrasion of  sorthesstern Ver- |
RO by the frs: road clyb since
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PACE POLR

AR NEWFORE DATLY EXFRIMA. NPWPCRY, VIDIMONT, WEDNFEDAY, SEFTEMBER 4, 1961

On Gardner Park Gridiron

Coachen Wends and Baraw lnﬂﬂrfmﬂn
Workexts—Sauians A Moinly Calisthen;
And Conditroning Esssetion To This Point
e 10 5

Dark Shaps Finey
On Slipping Gisnts
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& v
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Hawks Open 1961 Football Practice

Yanks Win 6-1
i As Mantle Hits
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MARSHIMALLOW FLUFF ... 2 jars 35¢
Petor Pan PEANUT BUTTER 3 12-01. jars 51

Good White BREAD . _._ 6 loaves §5¢
McKenzie's BOLOGNA . ___ 3lbs.51
P-I Carned Becf HASK _____ 3 coms 51
Bessey's Fruit Drinks, . 2 Va gal. jugs 89¢
6-in, STOVE PIPE __. . per length 43¢
No. 1 POTATOES .. 50.b. bug 99¢

Qgen 7 Dags ~od 6 Loghis e Nk

EM. HEBARD'S COUNTRY STORE
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All you need is a bottle apener!

ENJOY A WHISKLY SOUR

any time...any place!

JENKINS.

|
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IT'S BIGGER!

The 17th Annual Boundary
3} ROTARY FAIR (38

SEPTZMBER 14

IT'S BETTER!
IT'S MORE FUN!

FRIDAY, SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15 SEPTEMBER 16

EVENINGS ONLY — BDRDER ARENA
ROCK ISLAND, QUE

FUN FOR ALL - ALL FOR CHARITY

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey




7, AUGUST 21, 1963

UP GO THE GOAL POSTS —
Members of the Newport High School fopthall workouts are scheduled for the rest of the week
squad raise the goal posts at Gardner Park as e Coach Jack Woods as the Hawks start to gat
another football season gets underway. Light in trim. (Daily Express Sportphoto—M. Boright)




Gardner Park Grandstand Photos

. Grndstand - Front

Grandstand - Side View Benches

* Farmerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey






Grandstand — Rear View

* Formerly known as the Historic Sites and Structures Survey






